INDIVIDUAL'S CAPACITY

As for himself, he must repeat even at the risk
of irritating them that it lay in one's own hands to
protect one's religion. Every child should be educated
to lay down his or her life for his or her religion. They
all knew the story of Prahlad and how he stood up
against his own father at the age of 12 for the sake of
his faith. Every religion was replete with such heroic
instances. He had given the same education to his child-
ren. He was not the custodian of his children's religion.
It was wrong to call women weak. No woman who
was firm in her faith need fear any attack on her honour
Or her faith. The Government should offer them pro-
tection. But supposing the Government failed,- would
they change their faith as they changed clothes?

INDIAN MUSLIMS

Referring to the wanton attacks on Muslims
Gandhiji asked who were the Muslims of India? The
vast majority had not come from Arabia. A few had
come from outside. But the crores were converts from
Hinduism. He would not mind intelligent conversion.
The so-called untouchables and shudras were converted
not by an appeal to reason. The responsibility was
their own. By giving place to untouchability in Hindu
religion and by oppressing the so-called untouchables,
they had forced them into the arms of Islam. It was
unbecoming on their part to kill or oppress those
brothers and sisters.
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